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It’s not often that when you think of a tram restoration you think of it as taking place in Wales, but 

that is, of course, exactly where the major restoration of Glasgow 488 – repatriated from France 

last year – is being undertaken. More specifically the work is being done by the renowned Boston 

Lodge workshops at the Ffestiniog Railway and a recent Behind the Scenes weekend at the railway 

allowed David Mee to provide us with this update on recent progress on restoring the tram to 

operational condition.

The main focus of work continues to be the lower deck and since we last reported on the 

restoration in May a lot seems to have been achieved. All external panelling is now in place and the 

paint has been applied to a very high standard. The internal panelling and roof is immaculate with 

a highly reflective mirror finish to the ceiling. The workshops are also home to the staircases and 

these have been refurbished awaiting refitting. The upper deck is still stored outside but it is 

planned, with work on the lower deck progressing so well, that this will soon be moved inside for a 

full refurbishment to take place.

It is planned that when the work is completed that 488 will make the trip to the East Anglia 

Transport Museum and enter the operational fleet there. It was originally expected that this would 

be in 2015 but it is not known whether the fact that more work than originally thought is required 

has delayed this completion date.

* You can find full details on the restoration of 488 on the official website at 

http://www.488.cyberpictures.net.

A view of one end of the lower deck showing the high 

quality finish achieved so far.
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A side on view of the lower deck.

An internal view of the lower saloon with the high quality 

mirror finish to the ceiling.
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The other end of the tram is not quite as far advanced.

One of the staircases under attention. (All Photos: David 

Mee)
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